School Talk: Teacher Appreciation Week

The week of May 2 — May 6, 2011 was Teacher Appreciation Week. Our staff in Columbus is one of the
best resources in our community. | have witnessed their influence in a positive manner professionally
and personally over the past school year. Professionally, | have worked with Columbus staff who have
repeatedly spent time before school, after school and on weekends going the extra-mile for students,
parents and other community members. Our co-curricular advisors and coaches are prime examples of
our staff going above and beyond to serve our students. Hundreds of hours are put in by each advisor
and coach in preparation for practices and events for the primary purpose of developing our young
women and men into productive, caring citizens. The lessons learned from the field, to the court, to the
greenhouse on teamwork, work ethic and integrity instill values in our students that they will use for the
rest of their lives. Personally, my four children have had very positive experiences during their first year
in Columbus. They have learned the alphabet, improved their reading comprehension, met new friends
and engaged in the athletic and service organizations available for children in Columbus. | am proud to
see them grow under the advisement of our staff and coaches.

Our staff continues to work with our students because they know they are making significant

contributions to the future of our city, state, country and world. Unfortunately, the benefits reaped by

our staffs” work are not realized for years. In celebration of Teacher Appreciation Week, please take

time to write a note to thank a staff member that has made a difference for you or your family. | want

to publicly thank our Columbus staff for the 2010-2011 school year. They continue to make a significant

difference in the lives of my children and all of the children in Columbus.
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